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MEMORANDUM FOR: Executive Director-Corptroler 


SUBJECT: Department of State Action on Purple Heart- 
Type Award for Civilians 


1. In January a Department of State cable from: Ambassador 
Ledge (eopy attached to the draft attached letter to Under lecretary 
Crockett), set forth the Ambaosador's atrong support for the oxropo- 
sition that the Purple Neart te autherised for civilier e=x:gleyees of 
the U. S. Government killed or Injured as « direct sesatt of war. 
He cited im this connection the Injury and death of U. °. personne) 
in the Saigen Embassy. He aigo indicated that General W eatmereland 
is ia agreement with his projesal. Vie are advised by a member of 


the Cifice of Managercent Planning of the “epartrment of State (‘r. Hupper}. 


with whom we have been in contact at your request, that partly as a result 
of that cable, Management Planning is proposing to go back te Under 
Secretary Crockett with two separate recorimeadations. First. they 
are proposing a letter from tir. Crockett to Ausistant Secretary of 
Defense John McNaughton requesting an appropriate ruling that civilia: 
employees injured or killed in Saigon are eligible for the Purple tieart 
under the terms of the axisting Exscutive Order (E.O. 1035). That 
order authorizes the Purple Heart for “... any civilian national of the 
United States whe, while serving under competent authority in any 
capacity with au armed force of ....° a vailitary desartrent who is 
killed or wounded (a), {b), {c), (d), of fe)". 


%. Myr. Hupper advines that Managerent Planning feels 
the Executive Order may be in sufficiently broad terris to perridt 
awards to civilians ba Saigos, beacause of the coniuard structure 
af 0. S. authorities in Saigon, but probably not to civilians 
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elsewhere in the world other than employees of the Department of 
Defense. Therefore, the Cifice of Managercent Planning is also 
proposing to Under Secretary Crockett that the Department seek an 
amendment to the Executive Order to permit the awatd of the Pursle 
Heart te civilians elsewhere in the world, that is, to civilians sot 

20 directly associated with the military. You will recall that Under 
Secretary Creckett earlier had respended quite faverably to your 
euggestions that the Purple Heart Executive Crdex be expanded to 
apply to civilians not now eligible. Later, however, he concinée? it 
would be preferable to establish a new award rather than to seek an 
expanded eligibility for the Purple Heart. ‘ir. Hupper indicates that 
in view of the support expressed by Ambassador Lodge and General 
Weatmersiand, if scems quite Hbely that Under Secretary Crogkett 
will be willing to go ahead with action to breaden eligibility for Ge 
Purple Heart. Me. Crockett of course may prefer to defer or reject 
the pteposal for a new Executive Order, pending a reeponse fror: 
Dafense aa to civilians in Saigon. Also, Ambaesador Lodge inflicates 
he has understecd the rllitary woald frown on the awarding of Purple 
Hearts te civilians, and he may be optimistic in concluding that because 
General Vestrooreland “would be very glad to see civilian employees 
of the U. S. Government receive this medal’ the military will support 
an expansion of coverage for the Purple Heart. 


3, Mr. Hupper had alee indicated that staff personnel + ithin 
State in proposing « new award, rather than an expamied Persie Meart, 
have been tending toward the idea of establishing this award by action 
of the Secretary of State, thus avoiding the uecessity of an amesdment 
te Executive Order 2916 or other Presidential action. This approach 
doubtions would have this advantage, and the Secretary no doubt Joes 
have the tegal wuthority to establish such an award. The Purale Heart 
however has historical roots reaching back to action by General George 
Washingten in the Revolutionary War in 1762 and ie now an award based 
on Presidential order, and for these reasons of course is muct better 
knows aad is a greater honex than would be an award issued oaly under 
the authority of a new directive by the Secretary of State. 
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§. Mw, Hupper indicates he hopes Under Secretary Crockett 
will approve a letter to Assistant Secretary }‘chaughion on Monday. 
February 7. G4r. Hupger has not contacted \‘r. /cNaughten er his 
Office, but he assumes Crockett may do so before sending a letter.) 
ln view of these developmients, you ray want to contact Under fecretary 
Creckett either before he communicates with the Departrent of Sefenge 


or thereafter. In the event you want te contact Under Secretary Crockett 


by letter, a suggested letter for your signature for that purpose is 
attached. 


é. a “views that a aur:Ser ef cases addifional te 
these of the Balgon Embassy now are awaiting the estabiiabment of an 
appropriate award by the Agency or otherwise. 


(Signed) RICFATD H. LAFSPALR 


Aaseciate oo Counsel 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY bb- B72. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 a 


& FER 1655 
Menereble William J. C reckait 
Deputy Uader Secretary 
for Administration 
Departnent of State 
Waebington, ©. C. 


Dear Bill: 


You will recali our discuesions and correspondence last year 
on the prepesal te broaden the Curple Heart concept tc make eligible 
for that award civilian employesa of ihe goverament injured in the 
course of thelr official duties, the explosion at our Embassy in iaigon 
being the immediate cause of our discussicas. Alter come cousidera- 
des, the objective was modified and staff work within (he Department 
hae gone forward looking te the extablishrment, by the ecretary of 
Sete, of a mew award fer civilian exoployees injured or killed, 


&a you kaow, early in January Ambassador Loige by cable, 
copy enclosed, indicated his stroag suppert for the proposition that 
the Purple Neart be made available to civilian employees injure or 
ailied as a direct result of war. The Ansbassader also indicated 
General Westmoreland supperta this peaition. Ales, the . urple 
Heart, aa you kaow wow is a osesidential award aad was first es- 
tabilehed by General Washingses in i782 duriag the Revolutionary 
War, The award cossequently ie well snows sad la highly regar ied. 


We ave advised that siaff levels withia the Degartimeat ace 
conatdartng & request te the Department of Defense for a xultng that 
ali U, 5, civilians serving in Saigon are eligible for the » urple 
Heart wader the Executive Order (£.(), M616) as now written, in 
eddition te a proposal te enlarge furple Heart eligibility to cover 
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civilians net serving with the military. The Central lntelligeace 
Agency endorses both proposals. I will be gind to confer with 
Defense officials also, or to azsist in any way you think useful, 


Sincerely, 


[p/, be B waite 


L. 6. White 
Executive Director-Comptrolier 


Euciosure 


Distribution: 
Orig & l- Mr. Crockett 
i- Ex. Dir. -Cornpt. 
i - D/ Personnel 
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